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XXX. Extracts from the Minute-Book of the Linnean
Society of London.

Jan. 21, Read a Communication from Major-general Hard-

1823. wicke, F.L.S., containing a Description, accompanied
with a Drawing, of the Cervus Pygargus of Pallas, or

Tail-less Deer, a native of the snowy mountains and
- plains of Muktinauth, about five weeks' journey from

the valley of Nepaul, in a north-west direction. The

subject examined was a full-grown male, 7 feet 8 inches

in length from the tip of the upper lip to the extremity

of the very short tail, and 4 feet 3 inches in height.

Major-general Hardwicke also communicated to the

Society an account of the Wild Sheep, or Ovis Argali

of Pallas, commonto the mountains and plains between

the Himdldya range and the valley of Nepaul.

Feb. 18. Alterations in the 2d Section of Chapter II. and

the 2d Section of Chapter X. of the Bye-Laws of the

Society having been proposed by the Council, and

read at the last two General Meetings, as directed by
the Charter, were put to the ballot, and confirmed.

The altered Laws are as follows, viz.

Chap. II. Sect. 2.

"
Every person who shall be elected a Fellow after

the 24th day of May 1823, shall, before he be ad-

4 F 2 mitted,
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mitted, pay to the use of the Society the sum of Five

Guineas for his Admission Fee : and if any such per-

son refuse or fail to pay the said sum, his election

shall be void, unless the Admission Fee be remitted

in whole or in part by a special order of the Council."

Chap. X. Sect. 2.

"
Every sum of money payable on account of the

Society, amounting to Five Pounds or upwards, shall

be paid by order of the Council, signed by the Presi-

dent or Vice-President in the Chair, and registered by
the Secretary."

Read a Description, by Major-general Hardwicke, of

the Sciurus Petaurista of Linn, from Singapore, where

it is frequently seen springing playfully among the

trees in forests.

March 4. Major-general Hardwicke communicated a Descrip-
tion and Drawing of the Boa phrygia of Shaw, which

the General considers as a species of Coluber, the sub-

caudal scales, at least in some specimens, being all

divided. —" The habits of this serpent are very active.

Like other serpents it was sluggish about the time

of its periodical changes of skin, viz. every thirty or

thirty-five days, and it seldom appeared inclined to

take food while under that operation ; but soon after

having cast the old skin it readily took what was put
into the cage. Within twelve months it had eaten four

chickens, two pigeons, two rats, and one crow. Its

total length was 8 feet 2 inches, of which the tail mea-
sured 14 inches."

June
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June 17. Major-generalHardwickecommunicated an Account

of the Buceros undulatus of Shaw, 36^ inches in length,

inchiding the bill of 7 inches and tail of 12 inches.- —
" This bird when taken seemed to have attained its

full growth ; at least it did not increase in size during
the two years it was confined in a cage. Its habits

were playful and docile. It was fed on plantains and

boiled rice. It died when moulting, and fell suddenly
from its perch. Its weight, in good condition, was

5 pounds 2 ounces. It is a native of the woods about

Chittagong and Sylhet."

2Vot>. 4. Dr. Sims, F.L.S. communicated to the SocietyanEx-
tract of a Letter from W. Fothergill, Esq. of Carr-end,

near Arkrigg, in Yorkshire, containing a notice of the

Falco furcatus Linn, having been taken alive in Shaw-

gill, near Hawes in Wensleydale, in that county, on the

6th of September 1805. Mr. Fothergill states, that,
"

apparently to avoid the violence of a tremendous

thunder-storm, and the clamorous persecution of a

flock of rooks which attacked it at the same instant,

it took shelter in a thicket, where it was seized before

it could extricate itself. The person who caught it

kept it a month ; but a door being accidentally left

. £ J t: open, it made its escape. It first alighted on a tree at

no great distance, from which it soon ascended in a

spiral flight to a great elevation, and then went stea-

dily off" in a southerly direction as far as the eye could

trace it."

Mr. Fothergill also states, that the Ballus pusillus of

Gmel. (Gallinula minuta of Montagu and G. pusilla

of Temniinck)
'* was shot on the 6th of May 1807, by

John
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John Humphrey, Esq. of Wensley, on the banks of the

Yore, near that place. It was alone, and suffered itself

to be approached very near without betraying any
sense of danger. It ran with great rapidity, carrying

its tail erect."

Colonel Montagu has given an account of a bird of

this species having been killed in England in 1809,

and it had not before been noticed as a British bird.

Feb. 3, Read a Letter from John Hogg, Esq. M.A. F.L.S.,

1824. of Norton, near Stockton-on-Tees, containing an ac-

count of the Golden Eagle {Falco chrysaetos Linn.)

having been shot near the mouth of the Tees on the

5th of November last.

April 20. Sir Thomas Gery Cullum, Bart. F.L.S. exhibited

specimens of the Sirex juvencus Linn., and a piece of

Scotch Fir {Pinus sylvestris) which hadJbeen perforated

by it. These were communicated to Sir Thomas by
the Countess of Stradbroke, who informed him that

nearly 200 trees of the Scotch Fir have been de-

stroyed by this insect in the Earl of Stradbroke's

woods, at Henham-Hall, in Suffolk. It is stated, that

the man who has the superintendence of the woods

has for some time observed the trees in a part of the

park to be more or less sickly ; but until within the

last three or four years he had attributed the decay of

the trees to the poverty of the soil.

June 15. The Secretary exhibited a hermaphrodite Insect, of

which the left side is that of Papilio Laodociis Fab.,

and the right side that of Papilio Polycaon Fab., thus

proving
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proving that these insects, which have been hitherto

considered as distinct species, are the sexes of the

same, P. Folycaon being the male. This interesting

specimen is from Brazil, and was sent to Mr. Mac-

Leay by John Dixon, Esq., of Rio de Janeiro.

l^ov. 2. Mr. James De Carle Sowerby, F.L.S., presented

specimens of a Fresh-water Shell, probably the Myti-
lus polymorphus, Gmel. 3363, which is found in abun-

dance, attached to shells and timber, in the Commercial

Docks by James Bryant, Esq., who uses the animal

as bait for perch. Mr. Sowerby observes, that " the

strong resemblance which it bears to the marine Mytill

is very remarkable. Independently, however, of the

septa within the valves, there are many other diffe-

rences to be observed, several of which are in the

structure of the included animal, although it possesses

a strong byssns: among others, the foot is small, and

the lips of the mouth are differently placed, being more
like those in the animal of the Unio ovalis. It has two

tubes, and the mantle is united almost all round, and

bordered with a band of bright orange between two

bands of black. Some of the septa within the beaks

appear to be a kind of disease, as they are not con-

stant. The same species is found in the Danube, and

in the rivers of Russia; but the British specimens
are much larger and finer than any foreign ones I have

seen."

l<lov. 16. Read a Letter from Mr. John Atkinson of Leeds,

F.L.S., accompanied with some specimens of Cole-

opterous Insects which were discovered among the

linen



586 Extracts from the Minute- Book of the Linnean Society.

linen immediately enveloping the body of a mummy
from Thebes, which was recently presented to the

Museum of the Philosophical Society of that town.

Mr. Atkinson states, that " the subject appears to

have been a person of ordinary cast, and not preserved

with the care usually bestowed on the bodies of persons

of a higher rank. The viscera and internal parts have

contained thousands of larvae, which have been pre-

vented from arriving at their perfect state by the pro-

cess of embalming being finished. Few of the insects

had penetrated more than through two or three folds

of cloth, and there perished."

Since the above communication was received, Mr.

J. S. Miller of Bristol, A.L.S., has transmitted some

specimens of Insects found by him on the unwrapping
of an Egyptian mummy. The insects proved in both

cases to be the same, and were undoubtedly Dermestes

vulpinus and Necrobia violaceay although of a much

lighter colour than usual.

Nov. 16. Read some Observations on the Motacilla Hippolais

of Linn, by the Rev. Revett Sheppard, M.A. F.L.S.

Mr. Sheppard considers that
"

all succeeding authors,

with the exception of Bewick, have mistaken Lin-

naeus's bird, and that the Lesser Pettychaps (a name

badly substituted for Lesser Willoz0-Wren) has no claim

whatever to be considered as the Motacilla Hippolais^

for which Linnaeus refers to the Pettychaps of Ray,
whose description exactly agrees with the Greater

Pettychaps. Some parts, however, of Linnaeus's de-

scription seem at variance with Ray's ; but they may
easily be reconciled." In the year 1819 Mr. Sheppard

shot
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shot a Greater Pettychaps, the legs of which were tinged
with flesh-colour ; and if Linnaeus described from such

a specimen when stuffed and dried, he would unques-

tionably describe the legs as dark brown or fuscous.

Mr. Sheppard upon the whole is satisfied that " the

Greater Pettychaps is the Motacilla Hippolais of Lin-

naeus, or Sylvia Hippolais of modern authors ;" and

he proposes that the Lesser Pettychaps or Lesser Willow-

Wren should be named "
Sylvia achetella, from its every

now and then, while the female is sitting, shivering its

wings, and finishing its song with a cry very similar to

the noise made by some species of crickets."

The following Observations by the Rev. Revett

Sheppard were also read, viz.

"JSsox lucius. No author that I know of has noticed

the migration of Pikes, such as takes place yearly in

spring in the Cam, up which river they come in great

shoals, > doubtless from the fens in the neighbourhood
of Ely, where they are bred.

"
Cyprimis Brama. There exist in the river Trent,

in the neighbourhood of Newark, two species or va-

rieties of Bream. The common one, Cijpriiius Brama,
is known there by the name of Carp Bream, from its

yellow colour, and has been taken of nearly 8 lbs.

weight. The other species or variety, which I believe

to be nondescript, never exceeds a pound in weight.

It is of a silvery hue, and goes by the name of White

Bream.
"

Talpa europcea. A variety of the Mole is occa-

sionally found at Levington, in the county of Suffolk.

The snout is white, and a white line extends from the

yoL. XIV. 4g middle
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middle of it as far upon the head as on a level with the

eyes. Belly orange-tawny, which colour reaches to

the breast, where it becomes narrow, and then forms

a line across it reaching to the insertion of the fore

feet. Tail covered thinly with long white hair, and

the extreme half of it entirely white."

Dec. 21. Read a Letter from Mr. John Youell, of Yarmouth,
A.L.S.. addressed to the Secretary, in which he states,

that on the 24th of May last, Ardea Cayennensis, Linn,

was taken near the walls of that town. It has six crest-

feathers of unequal length, and agrees with Linneeus's

description of that species in all respects.

Mr. Youell also states, that a pair of the Green Ibis,

Tantalus viridis Gmel., were taken near Yarmouth in

October last.

Having remarked that Bewick, in describing the

Coot, Fulica atra Linn., says that "
it is a bad tra-

veller, and may be said not to walk, but to splash and

waddle between one pool and another with a laboured,

ill-balanced, and awkward gait,"
—Mr. Youell observes,

that "
this excellent author could have had but few

opportunities of noticing the habits of this bird ; for

instead of being awkward on land, it is fully as lively

on land as in the water, standing iirmly and steadily,

and without any tottering or waddling in its gait. It

^icks up grain with surprising alacrity ; even much

quicker than any of our domestic poultry. If deprived
of water in which to pass the night, it will roost, as

other land-birds, upon any elevated situation, and it

will ascend a tree with the activity of the wren."

Ma^
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May 3, The Secretary reported that the following Members
1825. have subscribed to defray the expense of a Bust of

Sir James Edward Smith, the President and Institutor of

this Society, to be executed by F. Chantry, Esq. R.A.,
and to be placed in the Meeting-Room.

John Adamson, Esq. F.A.S.

William Townsend Aiton, Esq.
William Allen, Esq. F.R.S.

Mr. William Anderson

Mr. John Atkinson

George Austen, Esq.

Joseph H. Bainbrigge, Esq.
Rev. William Lloyd Baker, M.A.
Rev. Sackville Bale, M.A.

Mr. George Banks

Robert Barclay, Esq.

Edward Barnard, Esq.

Mr. Philip Barnes

Thomas, Marquis of Bath, K.G. &c.

William Beatty, M.D. F.R.S.

Henry Beaufoy, Esq. F.R.S.

Mark Beaufoy, Esq. F.R.S.

Thomas Bell, Esq.

Edward T. Bennett, Esq.

William Bentham, Esq.

James E. Bicheno, Esq.

John Blackburne, Esq. M.P. F.R.S.

Michael Bland, Esq. F.R.S.

Mr. Thomas Swift Booth

William Borrer, jun. Esq.

William Bowles, Esq.

William Bridgman, Esq. F.R.S.

Thomas Brightwell, Esq.

John Broadley, Esq.

William J. Broderip, Esq.

Arthur DeCapell Brooke, Esq. F.R.S.

Joshua Brookes, Esq. F.R.S.

Robert Brown, Esq. F.R.S.

Walter Buchanan, Esq.

William John Burchell, Esq.
Rev. Charles Parr Burney, D.D. F.R.S.

Rev. Edward J. Burrow, D.D. F.R.S.

Rev, Thomas Butt, M.A.

Alexander Caldcleugh, Esq. F.R.S.

John Caley, Esq. F.R.S.

Samuel, Lord Bishop of Carlisle, V.P.R.S.

Vice-President

Richard Cartwright, Esq.
Mr. Richard Chambers

Robert Cole, Esq.

Henry T. Colebrooke, Esq. F.R.S.

Charles Collinson, Esq.

Philip Davies Cooke, Esq.

Mr. Jonathan Couch

John Cresswell, Esq.

John Martin Cripps, Esq.

Sir Thomas Gery CuUum, Bart. F.R.S.

James Charles Dale, Esq.

Rev. James Dalton, M.A.

John Ford Davis, M.D.
David J. H. Dickson, M.D.

Mr. Edward Donovan

Andrew Duncan, jun. M.D.

John Dunston, Esq.

Sir WUliam Elford, Bart F.R.S.

Alexander Erskine, Esq.

Charles F. Forbes, M.D.

Andrew Forster, Esq.

Edward Forster, Esq. F.R.S. Treasurei:

Thomas F. Forster, Esq.

Rev. Robert B. Francis, M.A.

Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart. F.R.S.

John Frost, Esq.
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Samuel Galton, Esq. F.R.S.

Sir George S. Gibbes, M.D. F.R.S.

Davies Gilbert, Esq. M.P. V.P.R.S.

Rev. Thomas Gisborne, M.A.

Rev. Joseph Goodall, D.D.

George B. Greenough, Esq. F.R.S.

Sir Thomas Grey, M.D. F.R.S.

William Griffin, Esq.

John W. Griffith, Esq. M.P.

Rev. John Hailstone, M.A. F.R.S.

Samuel Hailstone, Esq.

Francis Hamilton, M.D. F.R.S.

Robert Hamilton, M.D.
Walden H. Hanmer, Esq.

Major-Gen. Thos. Hardwicke, F.R.S.

Richard Hare, Esq.

John Harris, Esq.

T. Charles Harrison, Esq.

Rev. Henry Hasted, M.A. F.R.S.

Charles Hatchett, Esq. V.P.R.S.

Mr. John Hatchett

Adrian H. Haworth, Esq.

Francis Henchman, Esq.

Henry Hoste Henley, Esq.

Rev. John Stevens Henslow, M.A.

Sir Robert Heron, Bart. MP.
Robert Higgin, Esq.
John Hogg, Esq. B.A.

Lieut. James Holman, R.N.

Etlw^ard Holme, M.D.

Rev. John Holme, M.A.

Sir Everard Home, Bart. V.P.R.S.

William Jackson Hooker, LL.D. F.R.S.

Robert Hope, M.D.

William Horley, Esq.

Edward Home, Esq.
Thomas Horsfield, M.D.
Rev. John Howson

John Hull, M.D.

Sir Abraham Hume, Bart. M.P. F.R.S.

Rev. Stephen L. Jacob, M.A.

Mr. John Jesse

John Isbell, M.D.

Rev. Patrick Keith

William Kent, Esq.

Captain Phillip P. King, R.N. F.R.S.

Rev. William Kirby, M.A. F.R.S.

John Leonard Knapp, Esq.

Thomas Andrew Knight, Esq. F.R.S.

Aylmer Bourke Lambert, Esq. F.R.S.

Vice-President

Mr. Charles Lane

John Latham, M.D. F.R.S. and A.S.

John Latham, M.D. F.R.S.

Richard Latham, Esq,

Henry Lee, M.D.

Richard Leigh, Esq.
Mr. John Lindley
William Horton Lloyd, Esq.

Mr. George Loddiges

George, Lord Lovaine, M.P.

Sir JohnW. Lubbock, Bart. F.R.S.

Charles Lyell, Esq.

Charles Lyell, jun. Esq.

Duncan Macarthur, M.D.

Alexander MacLeay, Esq. F.R.S. Secre-

tary

William S. MacLeay, Esq. M.A.

William Macmichael, M.D. F.R.S.

George Magrath, M.D. F.R.S.

Lewis Majendie, Esq. F.R.S.

Mr. Gideon Mantell

Sir Thomas Mantell

Rev. Thomas Martyn, B.D. F.R.S.

William Mathew, Esq.

William George Maton, M.D. F.R.S.

Vice-President

Mr. Archibald Menzies

Rev. Thomas Elton Miller, M.A.

Daniel Moore, Esq. F.R.S.
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George, Earl of MountNorris, F.R.S.

Mr. John Murray
Patrick Neill, Esq.

Rev. Thomas Newman, M.A.

Rev. Thomas Newton, M.A.

Whitlock Nicholl, M.D.

Rev. Robert Nixon, B.D. F.R.S.

George Henry Noehden, LL.D. F.R.S.

Thomas Lister Parker, Esq. F.R.S.

Samuel Parkes, Esq.

Mr. William Peete

David Pennant, Esq. F.R.S.

Hon. Capt. W. Henry Percy, M.P.

Louis Hayes Petit, Esq. F.R.S.

Roger Pettiward, Esq. F.R.S.

Mr. Alexander Power

Thomas Purton, Esq.

Peter Rainier, M.D.

Edward Roberts, Esq.

Robinson Watson Robinson, M.D.

George Roddam, M.D.

Mr. Samuel Rootsey

William Roscoe, Esq.

Edward Rudge, Esq. F.R.S.

Jesse Watts Russell, Esq. M.P.

Joseph Sabine, Esq. F.R.S.

Rev. Thomas Salwey, M.A.

Sir Claude Scott, Bart.

Edmund Sheppard, Esq.

Rev. Revett Sheppard, M.A.

Robert Simpson, Esq.

John Sims, M.D. F.R.S.

Mr. George Sinclair

John Smirnove, Esq.

Joseph Smith, Esq. F.R.S.

Thomas Smith, Esq. F.R.S. {deceased)

William Smith, Esq. M.P. F.R.S.

Edward Adolphus, Duke of Somerset,

F.R.S.

Mr. George B. Sowerby
Mr. James De C. Sowerby
Mr. Joseph Sparshall

William Spence, Esq.

Edward, Lord Stanley, M.P. Vice-Pre-

sident

Sir Geo. T. Staunton, Bart. M.P. F.R.S.

James Francis Stephens, Esq.

Charles Stokes, Esq. F.R.S.

Robert Stone, Esq.

Daniel Stuart, Esq.

William Swainson, Esq. F.R.S.

John Symmons, Esq. F.R.S.

Richard Taylor, Esq. Under Secretary

Rev. John M. Traherne, M.A.

Mr. James Trimmer

Charles H. Turner, Esq. F.R.&

Dawson Turner, Esq. F.R.S.

Mr. John Turner

Hon. William Fiennes Twisleton

William Vaughan, Esq. F.R.S.

Nicholas A. Vigors, Esq.

Thomas Walford, Esq.

Mr. Nathaniel B. Ward
William Wavell, M.D. F.R.S.

Joseph Whidbey, Esq. F.R.S.

John White, M.D. «'

Mr. William N. Wickham
Simon Wilkin, Esq.

George Williams, M.D. '

Robert Montague Wilmot, M.D.

Thomas Wilson, Esq.

Mr. John Windsor

Rev. Henry John Wollaston, M.A.

Rev. William Wood, B.D.

Francis Boucher Wright, Esq.

Mr. William Wykes
Rev. James Yates, M.A.

Thomas Young, M.D. F.R.S.


